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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE EPIDEMIC (C) 

REF: CAIRO 5934 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS EXPLORED SUBJECT ON "VERY RESTRICTED 
BASIS" REQUESTED REFTEL. FIRST STEP THAT EMBASSY IS ASKED 
TO TAKE IMMEDIATELY IS TO MAKE CONTACT WITH DR. DAVID 
FRASER. CHIEF. SPECIAL PATHOGENS, CENTER FOR DISEASE 
CONTROL OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHO IS NOW IN EGYPT. INFO FROM 
CDC ATLANTA IS THAT DR. FRASER WILL BE LEAVING EGYPT MAY 6. 

2. FRASER CAN BE REACHED THROUGH CAPTAIN MINER, NAMRU-3, 

OR CARE OF DR. AZIZ EL KAOLI, RHEUMATIC FEVER PROJECT. 

FRASER CAN BRIEF EMBASSY ON CDC'S CONSIDERABLE EXPERIENCE 
IN DEALING WITH PLAGUE THREATS ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD AND 
ON CDC CAPABILITIES FOR MOUNTING PROPHYLACTIC CAMPAIGN WHEN 
AND IF APPROACHED BY GOE. 

3. CDC ATLANTA SUGGESTS THAT FOLLOWING TOPICS SHOULD BE 
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A. GUIDELINES ON COLLECTING INFO ABOUT EPIDEMIC 

B. RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO POPULATION PROTECTION SHORT OF 
VACCINATION 


C. GOE NOTIFICATION TO WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (NOTE 
THAT GOE MIN HEALTH TEAM NOW IN GENEVA ATTENDING 
WHO CONFERENCE). 

D. SPECIFICS FOR PROVIDING SITREPS THROUGH STATE TO 
U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE AND CDC, WHICH IS AN 
ARM OF USPHS. 

4. WE ARE ASSURED THAT ASSISTANCE WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE 
PROMPTLY FROM CDC IF USG GETS REQUEST FROM GOE. 

5. RECORDS HERE INDICATE THAT 1943-1946 PLAGUE EPIDEMIC 
IN EGYPT REGISTERED SOME 700 CASES IN ISMAILIYA AREA AND 
THAT NEITHER CAIRO NOR ALEXANDRIA WERE INVOLVED. LAST 
CASE REPORTED IN ALEXANDRIA IN 1947. NONE REPORTED FROM 
EGYPT SINCE THEN. 

6. WE AWAIT REPORT YOUR CONSULTATION WITH FRASER BEFORE 
PURSUING SUBJECT FURTHER WITHIN USG. SISCO 
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